
There are new options that will truly empower government 
agencies that are planning for Virtual Desktop Infrastructure (VDI) 
in the future or looking for an option outside of the conventional 
broker and hypervisor pairings today. Omnissa Horizon 8 is now 
supported on top of Nutanix AHV, providing additional choice and 
flexibility in the world of shifting technologies. Nutanix is the right 
architecture for highly performant and scalable VDI deployments, 
a technology stack that gained popularity in the market from their 
success in VDI.

What’s Happening?

With Broadcom’s purchase of VMware, they divested of the 
“Horizon View” virtual desktop product and sold it to Omnissa. 
Omnissa has been working hard to diversify the hypervisors 
that the Horizon product supports (which was previously only 
VMware vSphere) and, in our minds, nothing was more important 
than supporting Nutanix’s AHV hypervisor. It is no secret that 
Broadcom’s ownership of VMware has created some gaps with 
customers and Nutanix has been able to fill those gaps. This 
partnership is a key opportunity to modernize environments to a 
software-defined and flexible architecture for highly successful 
VDI and application delivery deployments. 

How it Works

We do not simply sell the government two products. We design 
and collaborate and plan for all known scenarios and even some 
you are not aware of. For example, we plan for the overhead of 
seemingly simple things like Microsoft BitLocker, or more complex 
DoD system requirements like ACAS and HBSS. We also plan and 
design for use of thin or zero clients as well as networking devices, 
graphics processing (GPU), and any equipment for end-to-end 
success of a VDI deployment.

Care and concern are also taken for ongoing performance and 
monitoring of the user experience and have additional toolsets as 
part of the solution. Bottom line: if the user experience suffers, the 
VDI deployment is not successful!

Nutanix AHV with 
Omnissa Horizon 8

  

Why Nutanix AHV?

•	 Simple to Migrate and Scale. AHV is 
designed to be modern, user-friendly, 
and simply managed within the 
Nutanix platform. Linear scale from 
10, to 100s or 1000s of VMs. Nutanix 
provides a free, intuitive migration tool 
that is straightforward and effortless.

•	 Support VMs and Cloud-Native 
Workloads with a Large Ecosystem. 
Seamless integration of traditional VM-
based and containerized applications.

•	 AHV is the Only Modern Hypervisor 
with a Full Enterprise Feature Set 
Across Clouds. Nutanix facilitates the 
mobility of apps and data, including 
Generative AI workloads, across any 
cloud.

•	 Unique Storage Features that Deliver 
Performance. “Data Locality” and 
“Shadow Clones” are features unique 
to the Nutanix architecture. Data 
Locality provides local access to data, 
eliminating network hops and delays. 
Shadow Clones reduce desktop boot 
times by as much as 75% by creating 
clones of the gold image across all 
requesting cluster nodes.

•	 Secure by Design, Secure in 
Operation. AHV has built-in 
comprehensive security, data 
protection, and privacy features that 
supports FIPS, NIST, “STIG,” Common 
Criteria, etc.



Nutanix AHV with Omnissa Horizon

Open source at its core, Nutanix AHV extends advanced virtualization capabilities to modern hybrid cloud 
environments. It features a distributed systems core designed for the cloud to solve today’s complex enterprise IT 
challenges.

The Power of Partnership with Omnissa and Nutanix

•	 Choice and flexibility. Deploy Horizon on Nutanix AHV across on-prem, hybrid, and public cloud environments.

•	 Operational simplicity. Leverage Nutanix’s cloud-like management and Omnissa App Volumes for streamlined 
app delivery.

•	 Seamless hybrid and multi-cloud support. Unique session attributes and policies enable end-to-end route 
vectors that are deterministic, secure, dynamic, and multitenant.

Getting Started with VDI 

Even if you’re not quite ready to implement VDI, it’s important to understand the intricacies and requirements first. 
You may even find that VDI isn’t for you, and that’s okay, we’ll help you either way. We help you plan your journey 
to a modern virtualization platform from Nutanix and VDI broker from Omnissa. We will have you operational and 
compliant in the shortest time possible. 

If you’re ready to learn more, contact Flywheel Data about a customized VDI/EUC discussion!  

www.flywheeldata.com

1818 Library St. Suite 500
Reston, VA 20190

Phone:	 (703) 647-4137

Email:	 info@flywheeldata.com

About Flywheel Data
Flywheel Data provides elite solution design, system integration, software 
development, and product resale for data-driven-organizations. 

Based on our experiences with the US Government and top commercial 
companies; Flywheel Data recognizes that data and people are at the center of 
a successful, data-driven organization. 

Our goal is to arm our clients with the right tools, platforms, and culture to 
accelerate data-driven insights. 

If you’d like to learn more about the Zero Trust Access Platform, you can contact 
Flywheel Data by phone or email. 


